DP WORLD MARKS IMPORTANT MILESTONE IN VIETNAM WITH
FIRST VESSEL TO SAIL NEW CHANNEL TO ITS SAIGON TERMINAL
Opens New Opportunities For Vietnam
Hồ Chí Minh City, Vietnam/ Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 21 April 2014:- In a significant
milestone, DP World has welcomed the very first vessel to navigate the new channel on the
Soai Rap River to its Saigon Premier Container Terminal (SPCT) in Hồ Chí Minh City, Vietnam.
The MSC vessel Xutra Bhum, with a nominal TEU (twenty foot equivalent container unit)
capacity of 2378 and dwt of 30,832, sailed up the 54km long channel to a special ceremony to
mark the historic occasion.
The new Soai Rap channel makes SPCT the deepest Hồ Chí Minh City (HCMC) port, and
brings considerable benefits to customers, including halving steaming time to two hours, saving
on pilotage and bunker fuel. With a draft of 9.5 metres, and a tidal rise of up to 3.4 metres, the
channel doubles the size of vessels that can access SPCT, allowing Panamax vessels to safely
berth just 15km from the city.
SPCT can now handle vessels of 50,000 dwt, and vessels with 5000 TEU capacity are expected
to start using the channel in coming weeks. There are also no night time restrictions.
DP World Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Asia Pacific region, Rashid
Abdulla, said:
“We are delighted to welcome the MSC Xutra Bhum to SPCT using the new Soai Rap channel.
The new channel opens new opportunities for Vietnam, more efficiently connecting Hồ Chí Minh
City to global markets, which will bring long term benefits to the country and to the community.”
SPCT CEO, William Khoury, said:
“The opening of the channel is a very important step for SPCT and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Soai Rap Programme Management unit (SRPM) for their excellent
efforts in delivering this project, which will boost the logistics sector and create new job
opportunities for local people.”
Hồ Chí Minh City Department of Transport Director, Tat Thanh Cang, said:
"The dredging of the Soai Rap channel is one of the city’s highest priorities. It is a project that
will benefit the entire south of Vietnam and help develop the surrounding areas. We thank DP
World and SPCT for their commitment to HCMC and look forward to their continued success."

MSC Vietnam General Director, Boris Cohen, said:
“The new Soai Rap channel will make an enormous difference to us and to our customers,
allowing cargo to be moved more efficiently, saving both time and money. MSC is proud to be
the first shipping line navigating this important new channel.”
The DP World-operated container terminal, which is located along the western shore of the Soai
Rap River on 23 hectares in the Hiep Phuoc Industrial Park, is a state of the art facility which
began operations in October 2009.
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Photo caption:
Officials attending the welcome included Hồ Chí Minh City Department of Transport Director Tat
Thanh Cang (on the right), Boris Cohen, MSC Vietnam General Manager (first on the left),
William Khoury, CEO SPCT (second from left), MSC Xutra Bhum Captain Thanomgern
Wasuwit (third from left), and IPC General Director Phan Xuan Binh (fifth from left) .
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About SPCT
Saigon Premier Container Terminal is an 80/20 JV between DP World and Than Thuan
Industrial Promotion Company (IPC). IPC is a 100% owned company of the Peoples Committee
of HCMC, and is the main shareholder of Hiep Phouc Industrial Park, where SPCT is located.
SPCT has been in operation since October 2009.

About DP World
DP World has a portfolio of more than 65 marine terminals across six continents (1), including
new developments underway in India, Africa, Europe and the Middle East.
Container handling is the company’s core business and generates more than three quarters of
its revenue. In 2013, DP World handled 55 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent container units).
With its committed pipeline of developments and expansions, capacity is expected to rise to
more than 100 million TEU by 2020, in line with market demand.

DP World has a dedicated, experienced and professional team of 30,000 people serving its
customers around the world, and the company constantly invests in terminal infrastructure,
facilities and people to provide quality services today and tomorrow, when and where customers
need them.
In taking this customer-centric approach, DP World is building on the established relationships
and superior level of service demonstrated at its flagship Jebel Ali facility in Dubai, which has
been voted “Best Seaport in the Middle East” for 19 consecutive years.
www.dpworld.com
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